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Which Way f 

BY J. 0RXELY BOWMAN. 

soul of mm, imprisoned, confined 

Within thy coll of clay. 
Lighted— but dimly— through the mind 

W hioh' way f Which war ? 
The God of all hath given thee birth. 

That thou awhile shonldst stay 
In this, thy prison- ho use of earth. 

Which way r Which way T 
Dark Is the path Kin makes for man, 

And dark 't will ever be. 
It lead* the soul through life's brief 
span 

To a dark eternity. 
There is a path that leads np to God, 

That brighter grows each day, 
Till thou art done with earth's abode, 

O sou) of man, wbloh way ? 
Dee Moines, la. 


Things In (General, Some Things 
In Particular, 

In The Valley Of The Shadow- 
— What a dark shadow it was 
that fell across our state, and 
church, and friends, I could 
hardly, realize that such a fate 
had swept across the valley of 
the Conemaugh. The first Sun- 
day in Jnne was tinged with sad- 
ness, for we knew that desola- 
tion reigned among our (fiends. 
Bat the dark wave has swept by 
and oat of the wreck may come 
many a bright ray. There are 
many lessons to be learned, bat 
now is not the time for words. 
Let actions tell. Now is the 
time to show faith by work, to 
help iu place of talking. Our 
own church was probably the 
first to raise a collection; and 
every chnteJu in the country 
should do the same. If the 
Brethren church baa more gospel 
than other churches, let her step 
out and show it by her sympathy 
manifested through the pocket 
book. 

Prohibition In Our State. — 
We have been defeated for the 
time being, bat as principle lives 
forever, it will come up again 
some fine day. All the great 
papers of our city were against 
as. If not directly so, they in- 
directly were. They have a taste 
of the rum sellers money and 
will want some more, and they 
will help bring it up. Both 
political parties worked against 
us here. They need money iree- 
ly. In one ward men employed 
to work were bought off', but 
there were men who could not 
be bought. One worker in this 
ward was offered one hundred 
dollars to go home. He said: 
'Gentlemen, it is not a matter of 
dollars and cents with me, but. a 
matter of principle.' He was 
right except in the use of the 
word 'Gentlemen.' Before pro- 
hibition is carried, the state must 
be sown with literature. The 
people must be brought to see 
the evil as it is. From four to 
five thousand men go to drunk- 
ards' graves every year in this 
state, as many as were lost in the 
flood at Johnstown, and when 
people are brought to realize the 
continual evil. They will up 
and to work. 

The Secret of Human Happi- 
ness. — This was the subject of a 
lecture, delivered in our new 
place of worshin, by John Way 
Atkins, The subject is a good 
one, and the lecture was in har- 
mony with the subject. Mr. 
Atkins has for years studied the 
motives of men, and has focused 


his study in the above lecture. 
He looked at man from three 
points — physical, mental, and 
spiritual, and for an hour and 
forty minutes unfolded his 
thoughts, entertaining and in- 
structing us. The amount re- 
ceived went into the building 
fund. Our thanks are due the 
gentleman, for he made no charge 
tor his services. Some time ago 
I lectured tor E. 0. Atkins in 
Maryland, for the purpose of 
helping bnild a church which 
had been blown down by. a 
cyclone. While there I learned 
of his brother, came home, made 
his acquaintance, and he lectured 
for me.. When I Btarted to help 
my old friend I little thought he 
would help me pat money ia my 
building land. The Lord hes 
more than one way to help a 
poor sinner. 

The Photograph Of Father 
Abraham. — I have often wonder- 
ed how good old father Abraham 
looked. But did not know I 
would ever look on his photo- 
grapha, until I received a copy 
of Israel At Work, Vol. 1. No. 1. 
published at McPherson, Kan. On 
page 1st is a cut of Abraham, on 
page 2nd, the editorial on Abra- 
ham says : 'The frontispiece rep- 
resents the subject of this sketch.' 
Abraham wears a long beard, 
and a modern mnBtach, hie hair 
is combed back and is after one 
of the kink factory styles. Wbat 
a favored people the publishers 
of this paper must be. How 
providence baa smiled on them 
in allowing them to make a 
drawing of Abraham who lived 
hundreds of years before Christ. 
But how did they get the neg- 
ative, or did the old man come 
for a setting i If publishing 
drawings of the old fathers and 
saints is to be a feature of the 
paper it will be very valuable, 
and will no doubt have a wide 
circulation. It Israel At Work, 
will get some of the Tunkera at 
work, it will do a good thing. 
If some of them would get off 
their own sticks and get on the 
gospel, the change .would be a 
happy one. Outside ot the sup- 
posed cut of Abraham the paper 
ia a spicy one, but its life depends 
on more than 'Two sticks,' 

Eld. C. Christnsr Ot Phild.— 
This brother was baptized when 
brother Bashor was here. He 
is from tbs Disciple chnroh. 
Bro. bristlier is a man of in- 
telligence, and came to us alter 
mature reflection. He had 
ceased preaching in the Disciple 
church because not in harmony 
with its doctrinal teachings, and 
entered into business on Chest- 
nut St., in this city. He has 
been in business tor seven years, 
and had good prospects ahead.' 
He has give up his business and 
is now awaiting an opportunity 
to engage in work to which he 
feels called. Bro. Christnsr has 
a wife and one child. We need 
workers and when tbey come 
with heart and soul and motive 
as our brother has come, we are 
glad to receive them. I have no 
doubt there are many others 
arounu who might be reached if 
we only knew them, and one way j 
to reach them is by use of print- 
er's ink. Bat the church will 


NUMBER 26. 


wake op to the value of advertis- 
ing after while. So mote it be. 
The Brethren Chnrcb Of Phild. 
— As brother Caesel announced 
we have moved from 4th and 
York to 10th St., below Dauphin, 
and a good exchange it' is. We 
already see some fruits. Our 
congregations are good, even 
better than last year during the 
hot weather, and strange <■» are 
coming in every Sunday. Broth- 
er Harry Cassel secured us a new 
pulpit and chairs and a nice sign, 
and brother Jacob Cassel plants 
ed flowers in front of the church, 
all ot which is appreciated. 
Brother Sands ia our sexton and 
one of the best I ever met. He 
with hie two sons, Hyman and 
Mortan, are ot great help. The 
church is now planted. Alter 
pain and trial, after fearing yet 
hoping, the boat baa, been launch- 
ed. Christ is within the bark, 
though storms may come, yet the 
gates of hell ebafl not prevail 
against her. Our prospects are 
brighter than they ever have been. 
Much good has been done, 
more will be accomplished. The 
truth is mighty and it wilt pre- 
vail. 

John DubjMoFaden. 


North Manchester, Ind. 

This portion of the state, with 
other portions of the U. 8., has 
been receiving heavy rainfalls 
the past few weeks. Yesterday 
a very heavy rain visited us. Men 
who have lived here for years 
speak of it as being an extraor- 
dinary heavy rain. Creeks sud 
river were raised bankful and 
over, in a lew hours. 

A family of six persons, Mr. 
Maples, left home yesterday 
morning to spend the day with 
the father-in-law's family, a few 
miles away. In the evening after 
the rain, when the family were 
returning, they attempted to ford 
one oi the swollen creeks. When 
tbey reached nearly the middle 
of the stream the swift current 
oaught the buggy and upset it. 
The family were thrown out into 
the angry waters and beiore all 
could be readied, the mother and 
two little boys were drowned. 
Their bodies were not found un- 
til this morning. The smaller 
boy, three years old, was found 
within a few rods of where they 
were thrown out of the buggy. 
The mother was found nearly 
two miles from the place, lying 
on the bank of the stream against 
some rubbish. The other little 
boy, five years old, waa found 
nearly three mites below the 
fording. Hundreds of people 
gathered along the stream in 
search of the missing and con- 
tinued until all were found. It 
was a sad eight to us, and yet 
when we think of Johnstown, 
how much sadder would it look 
to us as the proportions grew. 

Always whsn I see such sights 
I think of them as sermons Been 
instead of heard, on the text, 
'Prepare to meet thy God.' 

In our ministerial meeting this 
afternoon, one of the ministers 
Baid he attsmpted to , preach a 
sermon yesterday morning on 
the subject of 'The Love of God' 
and }n the course of his talk he 
got lost. One of the other min- 


isters remarked that 'to get lost 
in love was a good place to be.' 
I thought then and I think so 
now, that there is much truth in 
the statement made by the broth- 
er. That if God's people every- 
where were to get lost in the love 
of God, so much so that they 
would never get out, how good 
it would be for the church. Yes, 
it is 'love that covereth all sins,' 
Closely in connection with the 
above thought, thie thought was 
dropped, viz. : 'That often when 
evil was spoken of ub the best 
thing to do was to be still.' This 
is true when we are right. To 
remain silent when evil is spoken 
of us is to act like the MaBter, 
when false accusations were 
brought HgaiiiBt Him in the coun- 
cil, 'He answered nothing.' It 
often takes great courage to eaj 
nothing when others speak evil 
of us, but the courage then is 
what we need, and God's grace 
is sufficient for it. Practically, 
many Christians fail in thie re- 
spect. They are always ready 
to hollo as soon as an agent of 
the devil spsaks evil of them. 
That is a part of the devil's busi- 
ness, and be often does it to see 
if some one will not suit back. 
Then if he succeeds in accom- 
plishing bis work, he goes off 
laughing to himself, 'how I made 
that Christian deny his Saviour.' 
W. C. Pxrby. 


From, 8t. Loins, Mo. 
June 13. — According to previ- 
ous arrangement I met with the 
Brethren at Ocoya, III., June 9th 
and preached iu the morning and 
evening, notwithstanding the 
rain and mud. At the time, a 
lair sized congregation of earn- 
est listeners « convened. The 
brethren at Ocoya, ol a truth, 
are alive to the cause of the Mas- 
ter, and in consequence of their 
zeal and admirable christian 
qualities, they won the confi- 
dence and esteem of the entire 
community. While there I was 
entertained at the hospitable 
home of brother and sister H, J, 
Frantz ; and when I speak ot 
being entertained at the afore- 
said home, I mean to include all 
the meubers of said family. 
Any one who could not enjoy 
her, or himself in this family's 
home, wonld in my estimation 
fail to enjoy heaven or any part 
of this globe. This family com- 
prises in all 11 members; with 
bro. and sister Frantz, 6 sons 
and 3 daughters; two daughters 
are at home, one is away teach- 
ing. These young ladies are edu- 
cated and accomplished, and are 
members of the Brethren chnrch 
with bright prospects before them 
for usefulness in life. One of 
them is an organist for tbe 
brethren, and if I mistake not, 
for the Baptist Brethren also, 
William Frantz, a married son 
(hIhj a member of the Brethren) 
also lives at Ocoya, and three eons 
at home which it I mistake not, 
are members also, althongb one 
is very young, bnt surrounded 
with christian associates, and the 
care of christian parents, be can 
not but grow in Godliness; they 
also have two eons in Kansas, 
one of whom is also a member 
ot the brelhreu. In the home of 


this estimable family, can be seen 
one fine piano, one organ, one 
violin and two or three guitars, 
and if any doubt, us to whether 
these young folks can furnish 
music ot any description in the 
bounds of edification let them be 
atonceundecieved. Bro. Frantz 
ia doing an extensive business at 
Ocoya. has a general supply 
st"re, deals in lumber, tile and 
in grain on no small scale. The 
corn cribs tilled with corn around 
his place of business, is of itself 
a sight to behold ; while in ad- 
dition to the cribs, he has a 
large elevator of an immense 
capacity for small grain. He 
also deafa largely in fine horses. 
Bro. Frantz has reaided at Ocoya 
for tbe paa£ ten year?, and con- 
sidering his public life as a l)u. 
sners man he has had oportuni- 
ty to secure the confidence and 
esteem of the people iu the en- 
tire community in which be does 
business ; but we must bear in 
mind tbe same can be obtained 
only by fair and honest dealing, 
which brother Frantz no doubt 
has done, as he is highly esteem- 
ed by all. The brethren at Ocoya 
are much in need ot a bouse to 
worship in, which they could 
call their own, they occupy, the 
Baptist Church once a month, 
but I learned while there that 
there are some objectionable feat- 
ures relative to the same. Bro. 
Cober preached for them, and 
the members in every congrega- 
tion, said some things concern- 
ing their minister in bis absence 
but after all, I can not blame 
them in ii jIi , ttir I am convinced 
from what I could learn, that 
they have lawful reasons so to do, 
as hie conduct, as well as his 
preaching has been such, that in 
justice to himself and the cause, 
needs conimeutiug on. But after 
all it would bo a difticult matter 
tor anyone to couvinco the Oco- 
ya brethren that their pastor 
is inferior to other churches, 
pastors, and I say God bless them 
for it. Tbe Ocoya brethren in 
my estimation, have an unusual 
bright prospect before them. 
The most essential thing neces- 
sary lor a growth, numerically 
speaking, is a church house and 
regular \ reaching. They cer- 
tainly have the workers so essen- 
tial to success. 

My health tbe past few weeks 
has been better than usual. 
Next Monday the 17th, nothing 
preventing me, I expect to start 
for Nashville, Tennessee, as a del- 
egate from Missouri to the Na- 
tional Medical Association, which 
convenes at Nashville, to be in 
session three days. 

May God bless his cause every 
where, and crown his people's 
efforts with souls washed in tbe 
blood ot his dear Son. 

11. SlIOUBSB, M, O. 

1119 Salisbury Street. 


Bro. J. B. Iltttgers' Appoint- 
ments. 

Bro. J. B. Ringers will lecture 
on the Johnstown flood, for* the 
benefit of the Brethren at Johns- 
town, as follows, in Indiana ; 

Mt. Pleasant, evening ot July 
3rd. Edna Mills, July 4th, even- 
ing. Flora, evening of July 5th. 
Salem, evening of July 7th. 
Bunker Hill, evening of July 9th. 
Koann, July 10th. North "Man- 
chester, July 11th. Sidney, July 
12th. Milford, July 18th. Nap- 
panef, July 14th. 
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